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Rhine legions to his aid. Valerian, instead of doing so, had him-
self proclaimed emperor. He had a strong army, which had been
collected in Raetia, no doubt to fight the Alemanni; he, too, now
turned with it towards Italy, Aemilianus met the fate of Callus,
for, as he marched north, he was murdered, not far from the place
where his predecessors had met their death (near Spoletium or
perhaps between Ocriculum and Narnia). The army of Valerian
was felt to be the stronger, and Valerian himself was an imposing
figure, in virtue of his birth and his career, and so the troops of
Aemilianus chose to kill their own lord rather than face a new
civil war. It must have been out of respect to the authority of the
Senate that the new ruler did not leave it to the army to proclaim
his son, P. Licinius Egnatius Gallienus, as his colleague, but re-
quested the fatres to appoint his son a second Augustus about
September 253*.

While the best corps of the Roman army were tied down to
Italy by the civil wars, the frontier-guard was everywhere being
shattered by the encircling pressure of the neighbouring peoples,
Valerian now resolved to entrust the conduct of the wars in the
West to his son, while he himself very soon afterwards went to the
East, which, since Philip, had not set eyes on any emperor*

II. THE ROMAN EAST FROM VALERIAN
TO THE ACCESSION OF AURELIAN
The harsh rule of Philip's brother Priscus had at once produced
a violent reaction. Jotapianus, who was perhaps descended from
a branch of the family of Severus Alexander, was raised to the
throne in Syria (or, perhaps, in Cappadocia) but he was quickly
crushed (p. 92 sq^ As neither Decius nor Gallus was in a position
to appear in person in the East, the danger abroad and the de-
moralization at home continued alike to increase. The peoples of
South Russia, who had by this time sucked the Danube provinces
dry, began to organize great sea-raids to plunder Asia Minor
(see p. 147). In 253 came the first sea-raid by the Goths of the
Black Sea which reached Pessinus and Ephesus. Armenia was too
weak to defend herself without vigorous assistance from Rome
against the New Persian Empire (see p. 131) and the friends of
Persia succeeded in murdering the excellent king, Chosroes. Soon
afterwards (under Gallus) his son Tiridates was compelled to flee
from his country, and now began that new Persian offensive
1 Cf. L. Wickert, P.W. s.v. Licinius (84), col. 352 sq.